More youths reaping big from PASS
program of promoting entrepreneurship

A

t least 140 more youths
are set to join the PASS
Agribusiness Incubation
Centres (AICs) in Morogoro and
Kongwa in October 2019 for 12
months of doing actual business in
horticulture production, goat fattening and meat processing.
They will replace another batch
of 54 entrepreneurs who have
been undertaking the same program since October 2019 and are
expected to exit in September
2020.
Forty-seven incubates have
been at the SUA Morogoro AIC
centre and the remaining seven
are doing their businesses at the
Kongwa AIC located on the TALIRI farm.
The incubates are acquainted
with various agribusiness skills
including business management,
book-keeping, cash flow management, marketing, quality control,
scanning of the business environment, and regulatory issues among
others. They are also being exposed to real market challenges
including dealing with price fluctuations.
“The establishment of the
AICs model is aimed at developing a set of financial and
non-financial services for people who show the willingness
and passion to become high
growth agribusiness entrepreneurs,” says PASS managing director Nicomed Bohay.
Working in partnership with
Sokoine University of Agricul-

ture (SUA) in Morogoro and the
Tanzania Livestock Research Institute (TALIRI) in Kongwa district, Dodoma region, the centres
exposes youth into green growth
principles enshrined in agribusiness. The aim is to establish successful agri-enterprises owned
and operated by the youth in various agro sub-sectors. According
to Mr Bohay, a minimum gender
balance of 50:50 is the target for
the incubation exercise.
PASS-AIC, working with various
financial institutions, has worked
out a modality through the PASS
Credit guarantee scheme to facilitate youth accessing funds to
set up agribusinesses in their own

premises/land once they leave the
centres.
At least 18 incubates who successfully exited the centre last
year have benefited from this arrangement by setting up their own
agribusinesses across the country.
“We are working towards supporting the government’s job creation initiative. We are providing avenues and opportunities for youths
to develop healthy mindsets regarding agribusiness so that they
become self-employed and can also
employ their fellow youths,” says
Mr Bohay.
The next intake of incubates will
arrive at a time when PASS,
working in collaboration
with

Goats at the PASS’Agribusiness
Innovation Centre in TALIRI,
Kongwa.

TALIRI is in the process of constructing a modern goat slaughter
house in Morogoro to provide more
opportunities for the youths of
Tanzania.
Located along the Morogoro
Road coming from Dodoma, the
envisaged abattoir will have the
capacity to slaughter at least 100
goats a day. It is expected to at-

tract customers from both Dodoma and Dar es Salaam.
It will be accompanied by the
setting up of at least 10 relevant
butcheries and a special hub for
selling fresh and roasted goat
meat alongside an assortment of
drinks.
According to PASS-AIC’s management, the mission is to open

joints where people can enjoy
fresh and delicious meat at affordable prices.
The project also includes other
initiatives such as meat processing and special packaging services.
Some of the young entrepreneurs
are planning to venture into serious agribusiness upon exit.

Magdalena Philemon,
“I am 25 years old and a graduate from
the Sokoine University of Agriculture. In
the center I grow sweet melon. Before joining the AIC, I was unemployed, and staying
at home with my parents after failing to acquire a job.
I decided to join AIC to get mentorship
and coaching on modern agriculture and agribusiness, since it is something, I have had
a passion with for a long time. After my time
in the center, I am planning to start to start
my own business and inspire more women to
get into agribusiness”

Paulina Madale (29)
“Before I joined AIC, I was working in a
small garden, selling vegetables to my neighbours and nearby markets. I decided to join
AIC after realizing that I would be able to
acquire knowledge on how to do modern agriculture and find markets, something which
was a challenge before. Indeed, here, I have
received coaching on how I can find markets
for my produce. I wish many youths could
find these opportunities. They are helpful.

